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AN ACT

Provi ding for rmunicipal volunteer energency responder
i ncentives.
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Section 504. Certification.

Chapter 7. Vol unteer Energency Medical Services Service
Credit.

Section 701. Volunteer energency nedical services service
credit program

Section 702. Service record.

Section 703. Service record report.

Section 704. Certification.

Chapter 30. M scell aneous Provisions

Section 3001. Penalties for false reporting.

Section 3002. Effective date.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Vol unt eer Energency Responder |ncentive Act.

Section 102. Purpose.

The purpose of this act is to authorize municipalities to
enact a tax credit against an active energency response
personnel's earned incone tax liability as a financial incentive
to:

(1) Indicate the nunicipality's acknow edgnent of the
val ue of and the absence of any public cost for vol unteer
fire protection and energency nedi cal services provided by
active volunteer energency response personnel.

(2) To encourage other individuals to newy vol unteer or
for former vol unteer emergency response personnel to consider

rejoining as an active volunteer firefighter in a vol unteer
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fire conmpany or an active vol unteer energency nedi cal

services provider in an emergency nedi cal services

or gani zati on.

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Active enmergency responder.” Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A volunteer firefighter who has conplied with the
requi renents of the volunteer fire service credit program and
who is certified by the State Fire Conm ssioner under section
504.

(2) A volunteer energency nedical services provider who
has conplied with the requirenents of the volunteer energency
nmedi cal services service credit programand who is certified
by the Director of the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services
under section 704.

"Conmm ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Revenue of the Comonweal t h.

"Director.” The Director of the Bureau of Enmergency Medi cal
Services of the Departnent of Health.

"Earned incone tax." A tax on earned inconme and net profits
| evi ed under section 13 of the act of Decenber 31, 1965
(P.L.1257, No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act.

"Emer gency nedi cal services organization.” A nonprofit
chartered corporation, association or organi zation |ocated in
this Commonweal th that provides energency nedi cal services.

"Emergency responder.” A volunteer firefighter or a

vol unt eer energency nedi cal services provider.
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"Governing body."™ A city council, borough council,

i ncorporated town council, board of township comr ssioners,
board of township supervisors, governing council of a home rule
muni ci pality or optional plan nmunicipality or a governing
council of any simlar purpose governnment which may be created
by statute after the effective date of this section.

"Local Tax Enabling Act." The act of Decenber 31, 1965
(P.L.1257, No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act.

"Municipality.” A city, borough, incorporated town or
township located in this Commonweal t h.

"Tax credit.” The tax credit granted under section 301.

"Vol unt eer energency nedi cal services provider." A nmenber of
an energency nedi cal services organi zati on who volunteers his
time.

"Vol unteer fire conpany.” A nonprofit chartered corporation
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th that
provides fire protection services and may offer other voluntary
enmergency services within this Commonweal t h.

"Vol unteer fire service credit program"” The program
est abl i shed under section 501 to determine the active status of
a volunteer firefighter.

"Vol unteer firefighter.” A nmenber of a volunteer fire
conpany.

CHAPTER 3
MUNI Cl PAL TAX CREDI T
Section 301. Program authorization.

(a) Establishnent.--A nunicipality that |evies an earned
income tax may establish by resolution or ordinance a tax credit
against an individual's liability inmposed under section 13 of

the Local Tax Enabling Act for active service as an energency
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responder.

(b) Maxi num --The maxi mum anmount of the tax credit shall not
exceed $400. If the total earned incone tax liability is |less
t han $400, the tax credit shall equal the remaining tax
liability.

(c) Public notice.--At |east 30 days prior to adoption of
the resol ution, the governing body of a political subdivision
shall give public notice of its intent to adopt a resolution or
ordi nance to establish a proposed tax credit and conduct at
| east one public hearing on the issue.

(d) Specific notice.--A nunicipality that establishes a tax
credit under subsection (a) shall notify:

(1) The conm ssioner in the manner and pursuant to any
schedul e prescri bed by the comm ssi oner.
(2) The director in the manner and pursuant to any
schedul e prescribed by the director.
Section 302. dCaim

An individual who satisfies all of the following criteria may
claima tax credit established under this act:

(1) The individual is subject to an earned incone tax

i nposed by a municipality that has established a tax credit

under section 301.

(2) Conpliance with any of the follow ng:
(i) The individual is certified by the conm ssioner
under section 504.
(i1i) The individual is certified by the director
under section 704.
Section 303. Limtations.
A tax credit established under this act may be used agai nst

only the individual's earned inconme tax liability for the
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1 current taxable year.

2 CHAPTER 5

3 VOLUNTEER FI RE SERVI CE CREDI T

4 Section 501. Volunteer fire service credit program

5 (a) Establishnent.--Wthin 90 days of the effective date of
6 this section, the conm ssioner shall establish a volunteer fire
7 service credit programthat establishes the annual requirenents
8 for the designation of a volunteer firefighter as in active

9 service at a volunteer fire conpany.

10 (b) Activities.--The volunteer fire service credit system
11 shall consider the followng activities in determning credit
12 toward a designation of active service:

13 (1) The nunber of energency calls to which a vol unteer
14 firefighter responds.

15 (2) The level of training and participation in fornal
16 training and drills for a volunteer firefighter.

17 (3) The total anount of tine expended by a vol unteer

18 firefighter on adm nistrative and other support services,

19 i ncludi ng fundraising and facility or equi pment mai ntenance.
20 (4) The involvenent in other events or projects that aid
21 the financial viability, energency response or operational
22 readi ness of a volunteer fire conpany.
23 (c) Regulations.--The comm ssioner shall promul gate
24 regul ations necessary to inplenent this section. The
25 Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting System or any ot her
26 system as determ ned by the conm ssioner shall be used to submt
27 information required in the service record report.
28 Section 502. Service record.
29 (a) Log.--The chief of a volunteer fire conpany or the

30 chief's designee shall establish and maintain a service |og that
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docunents the activities of each volunteer firefighter that
qualify for credit toward active service under the volunteer
fire service credit systemand the cal cul ation of the total
credits earned for each volunteer firefighter in the volunteer
fire company.

(b) Review. --Service |ogs established and mai ntai ned by
vol unteer fire conpanies shall be subject to periodic review by
the Auditor General, the departnent, the governing body of the
muni ci pality where the volunteer fire conpany is |ocated and the
governi ng body of a municipality where the volunteer fire
conpany provides fire protection services or vol unteer energency
servi ces.
Section 503. Service record report.

(a) Report.--The chief of a volunteer fire conpany or the
chief's designee shall, within 15 days of the end of the
cal endar year, submt a report to the conm ssioner that conplies
with the requirenments under subsection (b).

(b) Contents.--The report shall include all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The nane and address of each volunteer firefighter
in the volunteer fire conpany.

(2) A calculation of the total nunber of credits
qgual i fied by each volunteer firefighter and a determ nation
whet her each volunteer firefighter qualifies for a
designation as an active energency responder.

(3) Any additional information deenmed necessary by the
conmi ssi oner .

Section 504. Certification.
(a) Conpliance.--On or before February 1 of each year, the

conmm ssioner shall certify each volunteer firefighter reported
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1 under section 503 as having conplied with the requirenents for
2 certification as an active energency responder under the

3 volunteer fire credit service system

4 (b) Docunentation.--The comm ssioner, in cooperation with

5 the departnent, shall develop a procedure and a systemto

6 docunent the certification of active volunteer firefighters for
7 tax purposes under this act and to provide notification of the
8 certification to all of the foll ow ng:

9 (1) Each municipality that notifies the commi ssioner of
10 t he establishnment of a tax credit under this act.

11 (2) Each volunteer firefighter listed on a service

12 record report.

13 CHAPTER 7

14 VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES SERVI CE CREDI T

15 Section 701. Vol unteer energency nedical services service

16 credit program

17 (a) Establishnent.--Wthin 90 days of the effective date of
18 this section, the director, in consultation with the Board of

19 Directors of the Pennsylvani a Energency Health Services Council,
20 shall establish a volunteer enmergency nedi cal services service
21 «credit programthat establishes the annual requirenents for the
22 designation of a volunteer energency nedi cal services provider
23 in active service at an energency nedi cal services organi zati on.
24 (b) Activities.--The volunteer energency nedi cal services
25 service credit systemshall consider the followi ng activities in
26 determning credit toward a designation of active service:
27 (1) The nunber of energency calls to which a vol unteer
28 energency nedi cal services responder responds.
29 (2) The level of training and participation in fornal
30 training and drills for a volunteer energency nedi cal
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provi der.

(3) The total anount of tine expended by a vol unt eer
energency nedi cal services provider on adm nistrative and
ot her support services, including fundraising and facility or
equi pnent mai nt enance.

(4) The involvenent in other events or projects that aid
the financial viability, energency response or operational
readi ness of an energency nedi cal services organization.

(c) Regulations.--The director shall establish regul ations
necessary to inplenent this section.
Section 702. Service record.

(a) Log.--The chief of an emergency nedi cal services
organi zation or the chief's designee shall establish and
mai ntain a service |log that docunents the activities of each
vol unt eer energency nedi cal services provider that qualify for
credit toward active service under the vol unteer energency
medi cal services service credit systemand the cal cul ati on of
the total credits earned for each volunteer energency nedi cal
services provider in an emergency nedi cal services organization.

(b) Review. --Service | ogs established and mai ntai ned by
enmergency nedi cal services organi zations shall be subject to
periodic review by the Auditor General, the departnent, the
governi ng body of the municipality where the enmergency nedi cal
services organi zation is | ocated and the governing body of a
muni ci pal ity where the emergency nedi cal services organization
provi des energency mnedi cal services.
Section 703. Service record report.

(a) Report.--The chief of an energency nedi cal services
organi zation or the chief's designee shall, within 15 days of

the end of the cal endar year, submt a report to the director
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that conplies with the requirenents under subsection (b).

(b) Contents.--The report shall include all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The nanme and address of each vol unteer energency
nmedi cal services provider in the enmergency nedical services
or gani zati on.

(2) A calculation of the total nunber of credits
qual i fied by each vol unteer enmergency nedi cal services
provi der and a determ nati on whet her each vol unteer energency
nmedi cal services provider qualifies for a designation as an
active energency responder.

(3) Any other information deenmed necessary by the
director.

Section 704. Certification.

(a) Conpliance.--On or before February 1 of each year, the
director shall certify each vol unteer energency nedi cal services
provi der reported under section 703 as having conplied with the
requirenents for certification as an active energency responder
under the vol unteer energency nedi cal services service credit
system

(b) Docunentation.--The director, in cooperation with the
departnent, shall develop a procedure and a systemto docunent
the certification of active volunteer firefighters for tax
pur poses under this act and to provide notification of the
certification to all of the follow ng:

(1) Each municipality that notifies the director of the
establ i shnment of a tax credit under this act.

(2) Each volunteer energency nedi cal services provider
listed on a service record report.

CHAPTER 30
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Section 3001. Penalties for false reporting.

The foll ow ng shall apply:

(1) Any person who knowi ngly makes or conspires to make
a false service record report under this act to the
conmi ssioner or to the director conmts a m sdeneanor of the
first degree.

(2) Any person who knowi ngly provides or conspires to
provide false information that is used to conpile a service
record report under this act conmts a m sdeneanor of the

first degree.

Secti on 3002. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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